
CIRCLE TEN COUNCIL PRE-CAMP
SWIM CHECK POLICY 

Conducting pre-camp swim checks on the unit level can ensure quicker check-in for units during the first day of camp. 
Pre-camp swim checks can also identify weak swimmers and give them a chance to improve their swimming skills before 
summer camp. Traditionally, swim tests were completed at summer camp. The aquatics director at the summer camp can 
accept swim test classifications from pre-camp swim checks, if the swim checks are conducted according to this procedure. 
The aquatics director at the summer camp reserves the right to retest any Scout or adult for any reason.

Swim Classification form, which can be found by accessing your reservation in CampMaster and clicking the additional 
information tab, must be completed within 90 days of arrival at camp. If a troop conducts multiple pre-camp swim checks 
(such as a retest, or makeup) separate forms must be filled out for each test date. All forms must be filled out at the location 
of the test and signed on the date the test was given. There are two forms that must be filled out: the Swim Test Verification 
Form, and the Swimmer Classification form. The Swim Test Verification Form verifies the certification of the supervisor 
and certifies that this policy was followed. A copy of a valid certification must be attached. The Swimmer Classification 
Form is used to note the swim classification of the Scout or adult who took the swim test. Additional Swimmer 
Classification Forms may be used. Any blank spaces on Swimmer Classification Forms must be crossed out before the form 
is signed. Any evidence of tampering of forms or not crossing out blanks will result in the pre-camp test not being accepted 
at the summer camp. The aquatics director at the summer camp reserves the right to reject pre-camp swim checks for any 
reason.

Conducting pre-camp swim tests improperly can put both youth and adults in danger during the test and at summer camp. 
Participants’ swimming abilities must be classified according to this document even if the leader does not agree with Circle 
Ten Council’s interpretation or implementation of the BSA swim test policy.

This policy is meant for swim tests conducted for participants at Circle Ten Council summer camp. This policy is not 
intended to apply to swim tests conducted for rank advancement or for summer camp programs outside of Circle Ten 
Council.

Pre-camp swim checks must be directly supervised by a certified lifeguard, a swim coach, a Swim Instructor, or a leader 
having BSA Swimming and Water Rescue certification. The certified supervisor must be directly supervising the swim tests 
at all times. A lifeguard performing surveillance duties, or a manager sitting in the office does not qualify. The certified 
supervisor is not required to supervise individual tests but there must be an adult or older Scout directly supervising each 
person taking the swim test.

The water depth at entry must be deep enough to allow water entry over head depth.

The testing area must be at least 15 yards long (backyard pools are not acceptable unless they are extraordinarily large).

Candidates taking the test will be placed in one of three categories: non swimmer, beginner, or swimmer.


